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CONPIDENTIAL ADDIS ABABA 4597 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, PORG, PINS, SU, ET 

SUBJECT: OAU MEDIATION BETWEEN SUDAN AND ETHIOPIA 
REF: KHARTOUM 2497; ADDIS ABABA 4549 (NOTAL) 

1. DISCUSSING UPCOMING OAU ETHIOPIA-SUDAN MEDIATION COM- 
MITTEE MEETING IN LIBREVILLE, OAU ASSISTANT SECRETARY GEN- 
ERAL PETER ONU INDICATED OBTH PARTIES TO DISPUTE WERE 
COOPERATING PULLY WITH OAU IN ARRANGING MEETING. HE 
NOTED THAT LEVEL OP PRESS INVECTIVE HAD QUIETED DOWN IN 
BOTH CAPITALS. ONU QUOTED UNIDENTIPIED AFRICAN HEAD OP 
STATE, WHO WAS RECENTLY IN KHARTOUM, WHO SAID THAT NIMEIRI 
HAD TOLD HIM THAT IP ETHIOPIA WOULD SUPPRESS SUDANESE DIS- 
SIDENT ELEMENTS AND REMOVE THEM FROM PROXIMITY TO SUDANESE 
BORDER, HE WOULD RECONSIDER HIS SUPPORT OP ETHIOPIAN 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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OPPOSITION GROUPS (SEE ALSO ADDIS ABABA 4322 NOTAL). 

PROM ETHIOPIAN STANDPOINT, PROGRESS WOULD DEPEND UPON 
SLOWDOWN AND ULTIMATE CESSATION OP SUDANESE WILLING- 
NESS TO SERVE AS SUPPLY CONDUITS, TRAINING GROUNDS, 

AND PROPAGANDA CENTER FOR ERITREANS AND EDU. 

2. ONU WAS OP OPINION THAT NIMEIRTS PUBLIC EXPRES- 
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SION OF SUPPORT FOR ERITREAN SELE-DETERMINATION IN 
JANUARY WAS SHORTFUSE REACTION TO ETHIOPIAN PRESS 
ATTACKS, AND THAT SUDAN WOULD READILY ACCEPT REEEREN- 
DUM IN ERITREA, POINTING TO GENUINE AUTONOMY WITHIN 
ETHIOPIAN BOUNDARIES SHORT OE INDEPENDENCE. HE THOUGHT 
EMPEROR HAD MADE BASIC MISTAKE IN 1962 BY NOT CON- 
DUCTING REEERENDUM THEN TO LEGITIMATE FULL ANNEXATION. 
NOW, ONU LEAKED, IT MIGHT BE TOO LATE TO CONDUCT ANY 
KIND OF REFERENDUM, SINCE ERITREANS APPEAR CONVINCED 
THEY CAN WIN. NEVERTHELESS, REEERENDUM STILL SEEMED 
TO BE BEST HOPE EOR SOLUTION PRESERVING TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY, WHICH WAS ONLY BASIS ON WHICH OAU WOULD OR 
COULD OPERATE IN ALL THREE MEDIATION COMMITTEES MEETING 
IN LIBREVILLE. 

3. COMMENT: SHOULD SUDANESE RAISE QUESTIONS AT 
LIBREVILLE OE SOVIET PRESENCE IN ETHIOPIA, AS MUKHTAR 
SUGGEST, THIS WOULD QUICKLY KILL WHATEVER SLIGHT 
CHANCES THERE MIGHT OTHERWISE BE OE ACHIEVING SOME 
PROGRESS. ETHIOPIANS WOULD CERTAINLY CONSIDER THEIR 
RELATIONSHIP WITH SOVIETS NON-NEGOTIABLE AND HAVING 
NOTHING TO DO WITH CAUSES OE CURRENT DISPUTE. 
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